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Application/Control Number: 10/791,596 
Art Unit: 3748 

<1 

DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to the applicant’s amendment filed on June 15, 2006. 
Claim 12 has been amended. Claims 15 and 21-23 have been canceled. Accordingly, 
claims 1-14 and 16-20 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Krayer in view of Gerkey et al. (Gerkey) (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0117943). 

Regarding claims 12 and 16, as shown in Fig. 10, Krayer discloses a turntable in the 
shape of a Reuleaux triangle (159) and having a gerotor (100) attached thereto; the gerotor 
having three substantially identical lobes (106); the turntable being made from countertop 
material. However, Krayer fails to disclose a planar bearing surface being on the underside of the 
turntable. 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, as shown in Fig. 2a, Gerkey teaches that it is conventional 
in the art to utilize the turntable (10) having a planar bearing surface (9) thereon. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have 
utilized the planar bearing surface, as taught by Gerkey in the Krayer apparatus, since the use 
thereof would have avoided friction between turntable and the cabinet base (walls) and provided 
for supporting and rotation of a rotatable shelf in the shape of a Reuleaux triangle. Applicant 
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note that it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have utilized the lobe, since it 
has been held that a change in the shape of the element involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966) (see MPEP §2144.04). {By definition, point is the narrowly 
rounded part of something (see The Merriam Webster 's - Collegiate Dictionary (T enth Edition), 
page 898). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

Claims 14 and 17-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on June 15, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant’s invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., convexly 
rounded off... triangular gerotor shape... a gerotor guide with concavely rounded 
comers...gerotor is designed accordingly - see Remark section, page 1) are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations 
from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
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Applicant argues that there is no suggestion or motivation to modify the reference or to 
combine any of the references of Krayer and Gerkey (see Remark section, page 2). The 
examiner respectfully disagrees 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Krayer teaches that a comer cabinet/tumtable having a concave triangular 
gear rotor fixed to the shelf Gerkey herein merely for the teaching that it is conventional in the 
art to utilize the turntable (10) having a planar bearing surface (9) thereon. The examiner 
maintains that one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious to utilize the planar bearing 
surface as taught by Gerkey to support the tumtable/comer cabinet or to ayoid friction between 
the turntable and the cabinet base (walls). The claims do not patentably define over the 
combination of references as set forth in the above rejections. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(c) because they do not clearly 
point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of 
the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, they do not show how 
the amendments avoid such references or objections. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier Communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa Trieu whose telephone number is 571-272-4868. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am- 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion can be reached on 571-272-4859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TT 

June 26, 2006 Primary Examiner 
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